FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

With these facts in mind, the Republic not only created a
million and a half landowners after the outbreak of the rebellion,
but also lent them the money necessary to cultivate their land
and to free themselves from the clutches of the usurers. In spite
of the urgent needs of the war, the Government set aside con-
siderable sums for this purpose. The new proprietors received
credits to the value of 110,046,876 pesetas, with more than
5,000 tons of seeds and 117,000 tons of fertilizers.

Neither did the Republic forget the existing small-holders.
These were given credits and loans to the extent of more than
fourteen million pesetas, as well as large quantities of seeds and
fertilizers. The Republican regime, overcoming all economic
problems and the difficulties created by the blockade, made every
effort to help the farmers, being well aware that the small-holding
was one of the pillars of Spanish democracy.

In the cultural sphere, the work of the Republic was equally
amazing. At the time of the fall of the Monarchy there were only
37,599 school teachers in Spain, all miserably paid, for a popula-
tion of twenty-three million inhabitants. For three million of the
children there were no schools at all, and illiteracy was a national
plague. There existed grave defects in the system of secondary
school and University training, and the advantages of this type
of education were reserved exclusively for a small social class.

In the first two years of the Republic, between 1931 and 1933,
10,000 schools were built and 20,000 teachers appointed. This
work, interrupted during the time the Right was in power, was
renewed and speeded up by the Popular Front Government
after February, 1936. It was during the war, however, that it
reached its zenith. In the eighteen months from July, 1936, to
December, 1937,6,091 new schools were opened in the Republican
zone, and teachers5 salaries were raised to a rmrn'TmiTn of 4,000
pesetas per amrmnu In their 1937 budget, the Republican
Government assigned the sum of twenty million pesetas for
scholastic material and furniture in the loyal zone, a figure
more than twice as great as that budgeted by the last Monarchistic
Government for all the schools in Spain. At the same time they
devoted 7,250,000 pesetas to school clothing and canteens, as